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         NOVA introduction                             

 

Â Netherlands Research School for Astronomy 

Â Top research school, evaluated exemplary in 2010 

Â Federation of university astronomy institutes    

Â 290 fte scientific staff (20% is directly funded by NOVA)  

Â Mission 

Â Facilitating top astronomical research in the Netherlands 

Â Hire researchers 

Â Build instruments 

Â Train young astronomers at highest international level  

 



ESO Very Large Telescope 
 



Atacama Large Millimeter Array 
ALMA 





NOVA ESO projecten 

MIDI NEVEC OmegaCAM voor VST Ÿ 

OmegaCEN 

SINFONI: 2k camera voor SPIFFI: 

nabij-IR integral field spectrometer 
Optical bench voor 

SPHERE Zimpol 

MUSE-ASSIST: test set-up 

voor nieuwe VLT  

deformeerbare secundaire 

spiegel 

X-Shooter nabij-IR 

spectroscopische 

arm 



European Extremely Large Telecope 

Nieuwe grote ESO project: ~40m optisch/IR telescoop 

Fase B afgerond: klaar voor de bouw! (na goedkeuring Council) 
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NOVA instrumentation program 

Â Many discoveries are driven by new instrument capabilities 

Â Involvement in instrument Ĕ decision about functionality 

Â Involvement in instrument Ĕ understanding the instrument 

performance 

Â Involvement in instrument Ĕ early access to data 

Â Involvement in instrument Ĕ ideal position to make discoveries! 

Â NOVA strategy:  

Â Design & construct instruments for international facilities  

Â Focus on ESO 

ÂNOVA Optical-Infrared instrumentation group  
located at ASTRON in Dwingeloo 
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Instrument Project Characteristics 

Â Collaborations with international partners ( for ESO 
projects ~4 -6 partners) 

Â NOVA astronomer NL-leader and connection to the 
international consortium 

Â Common Project management procedures under ESO 
protocol (PDR, FDR, progress meetings etc.) 

Â Hardware design and manufacturing by NOVA Optical-
IR instrumentation group 

Â Dutch astronomers in ( inter)national science team to 
ensure interesting capabilities 


